When the ICU becomes a crime scene.
The intensive care unit nurse needs to take immediate steps to salvage forensic evidence if an unexpected or sudden death occurs in the unit. Although there may be no criminal undertones associated with the death at the time it occurs, questions may arise later, bringing into question antecedent events or personnel actions that might be relevant to understanding the unexpected or suspicious death. Policies and procedures are essential to ensure that evidence is not overlooked or lost. The value of a careful analysis of the scenario may lead to important findings about treatment errors, medical equipment or device failures, and even criminal behavior of personnel caring for the patient.